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Kyffin Elementary is a 

collaborative community 

that uses innovative teaching 

and learning opportunities to 

maximize student growth 

and individual success 

continued... 

Message From the Principal... 

Kyffin School 

Website 

Kyffin School 

Calendar 

Jeffco Breakfast & 

Lunch Menus 

Dear Kyffin Families, 

It is hard to believe that our Thanksgiving break is already here. Thank you 
for all that you do each day to support our students, as we recognize you are 
critical to their success. We believe that it takes a collaborative community to 
maximize student growth, and we depend on your partnership. I personally 
would like to thank all Jeffco Voters, on behalf of our school community, for 
your support of our school and all of Jeffco with the passing of both 5A and 
5B! 
 

Thank you to everyone who came for Grand Night Out. This is a great 
example of Family, School Community partnership at Kyffin Elementary, 
and we have been recognized for this promising practice from Colorado 
Department of Education. We appreciate all of the time, effort, and energy 
that happened behind the scenes to celebrate all of the great things happening 
here at Kyffin.  
 

On November 26, 2018, you should be receiving information about our 
Family School Partnership (FSP) survey. Please take a few moments to share 
your thinking with us. This information is used each year by our School 
Accountability Committee to identify specific steps for our Unified 
Improvement Plan. Additionally, this information is used at the District level 
to monitor our strategic plan. Furthermore, our FSP is a great way to help us 
continually improve how we support students and collaborate with our 
families throughout Jeffco.  

 

http://kyffin.jeffcopublicschools.org/
http://kyffin.jeffcopublicschools.org/
http://kyffin.jeffcopublicschools.org/our_school/calendar
http://kyffin.jeffcopublicschools.org/our_school/calendar
http://jeffcopublicschools.nutrislice.com/menu/kyffin-elementary
http://jeffcopublicschools.nutrislice.com/menu/kyffin-elementary
https://denverartmuseum.org/visitor-info/free-for-kids
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Message From the Principal, continued... 

5th grade students have been or will soon be visiting Middle Schools, and we understand how 
important this decision is for families. You should have received information previously, however, 
please check out our Middle School Transition page for more details with any questions you might 
have. We will continue to be thoughtful about how we support this process as we transition students 
and families to the next chapter of their lives. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Report cards: November 16 

 Thanksgiving Break: November 19-23 

 FSP Survey: November 26 - December 14 

 Winter Break: December 24 - January 8 

 

Again, thank you for your continued partnership. I am blessed to be part of this great learning 
community, and I appreciate your support. Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or 
concerns you might have. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jim Havens 

Principal 

http://www.centurylink.com/teachersandtechnology
http://kyffin.jeffcopublicschools.org/family_resources/middle_school_transition
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Promising Partnership Practice Recognition 
 

Kyffin was recently recognized in the Promising Partnership Practice joint publication from the Colorado 
Department of Education (CDE) and the State Advisory Council for Parent Involvement in Education 
(SACPIE).   The publication is a collection of initiatives from districts and schools about working with 

families and community partners for student learning.  We were recognized for Standard 1: Welcoming All 
Families, for our Grand Night Out event. 
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Thank You Jeffco Voters!!! 
 

We truly have even more to be thankful for heading into our Thanksgiving break this year.   On 
Thursday, November 15th we were informed that both Jeffco Measures 5A and 5B 

passed! “We are incredibly thankful to our voters and the entire Jeffco community for 
supporting our schools,” Glass said in a statement. “The 5A and 5B funding will dramatically 
impact the learning environment for all of our students. Starting this year, we will be able to 

better serve our students, who in turn will better serve our communities and the world.” 

https://www.minersalley.com/yeti-youth-theatre-2
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Important Dates 
 

November 
 
19 – 23 NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break  
28  Love & Logic  6:30 – 8:30 
29  Kindergarten Open House 5:00 – 6:00 
 

December 
 
4  PTA Meeting  6:00 – 7:00 
11  School Tour @ 9:30 
  Restaurant Night  Chipotle – 145 Union Blvd.-  4:00 – 8:00 
19  Talent Show Tryouts 3:00 – 5:00 
21  Winter Parties 2:00 – 2:55 
 
December 24 – January 8 NO SCHOOL  Winter Break 
 

January 
 
9  Students return 
  GT Open House 5:00 – 6:00 
10  Kindergarten Open House 5:00 – 6:00 
11  ELF Training 8:15 am 
14  SAC Meeting 6:00 – 7:00 
15  School Tour  9:30 
  PTA Meeting 6:00 – 7:00 
21  NO SCHOOL  Martin Luther King Day 
 
22-Feb. 8 Kindergarten Registration  

Choice Enrollment – ONLINE ONLY 
 

22  Rehearsal Talent Show 3:00 – 5:00 
23  Love & Logic  6:30 – 8:30 
24  Talent Show 4:00 – 6:00 
29  School Tour 9:30 

http://www.smilegeneration.com/
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Kindergarten Registration & 

1st-Round Choice Enrollment 

ONLINE ONLY 

January 22 – February 8, 2019 
 

Kindergarten Information Nights  

5-6pm on Nov 29 & Jan 10  

Presentation by Kindergarten teachers,  

Principal, and Instructional Coach. 
 

School Tours @ 9:30am 

             Nov 27             Dec 11            Jan 15 & 29 

Gifted & Talented (GT) Information Night  

5-6pm on Jan 9 

Presentation by GT teachers,                                                                                   

Principal, and Instructional Coach                                                                                         

and tour the school. 
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Attendance Reminders 
 

If your child will be absent, please call 
the 24 hour attendance line at            

303-982-5759.  If your child will be 
absent for two or more days we ask that 
you please complete the Pre arranged 
absence form and return it to the main 
office three days prior to the absence.  

The form is available in the main office, 
in the magazine rack located in the main 

lobby, and on our website.   

Gym Shorts 
 
All grades have been doing some work around setting goals in PE class.   This has been a fun and 
challenging opportunity to look at what we're working on and how we can improve our 
practice.  We've been especially focusing on making our goals specific, so it can really help us to 
improve.  I'm excited to see how this continues to go as the year progresses.  
 
A quick reminder to ALL cougars about appropriate footwear in PE class.   As we enter the winter 
months, I've been noticing more students wearing their boots to PE class.   It is really important that 
students bring a pair of athletic shoes with them to change into on days they have PE. The reason 
for this is two-fold: 1st, boots increase the risk of injury on the gym floor because they are typically 
thicker soled and not as stable in the ankles as tennis shoes are.  2nd, boots are HOT inside and 
contribute to STINKY FEET!! :)  (in all seriousness, tennis shoes are just a more comfortable way 
to spend your day inside).  I know it can be hard at times to remember schedules, so my suggestion 
is to just always keep a back-up pair of shoes in your backpack during the winter months, so you 
can always be prepared . 
 
Running Club has officially started and we are having a blast.  Want to come join us?   We meet 
on Monday and Thursday mornings from 7:30-7:50.  Permission slips can be found on the shelves 
outside the gym. 

Lost & Found 
 

Parents please be sure to check for any 
lost clothing or other items on the tables 

in the main lobby.  ALL unclaimed 
items will be donated to Serving Kids at 

the end of the day on Friday, 11/30. 
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Art Room 
 
Thank you so much for supporting the Original Works Fundraiser. Not only 
do you get some awesome products with your student's art on it, but some of 
the money spent goes back into the art room. I have some plans on how to 
benefit the art room with these funds and I will give some updates in the 
future. Products will arrive before winter break and will come home with your 
student. If you made a late order, there is a chance the products will come after winter break. 
What a great tradition that families can participate in. 
 
Thanks for your support of Original Works and the Kyffin art room. 

Brain Wise Curriculum 
 
Last spring Kyffin received funding through the Golden Schools Foundation 
Enrichment Grant program to purchase our school-wide BrainWise 
curriculum.  BrainWise is a comprehensive social-emotional education program 
that provides the essential tools to help individuals make good decisions and take 
control of their lives. This program offers a proven means of teaching essential 
critical thinking skills called “executive functions.” Practicing these skills will 
greatly benefit participants throughout their lives. 

 
Each month, Kyffin teachers and students will focus on a different Brainwise Wise Way. 
 
Throughout the month of November, we will focus on the first foundational lesson of Brainwise: 
"Everyone Has Problems".  Babies, kids, adults, animals - everyone has problems. Life is a series 
of problems.  The better we are at recognizing and solving problems in a wise way, the easier our 
life will be.  Problems come in different sizes and require varying degrees of help. Small (mouse) 
problems are problems that can be solved on our own.  Medium (cat) problems are problems that 
we might be able to solve on our own or can try solving on our own but you may need to ask for 
help. These problems do not have big consequences and are not dangerous.   Large (elephant) 
problems require help from an adult. They have big consequences and may be dangerous.  

https://www.aabraces.com/?utm_source=school_newsletter&utm_medium=referral
http://www.goldentutoring.com/
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Jeffco Public Schools Safety & Security Advisory            

Committee Application  
 

In alignment with recommendations from the Safety and Security Community Task Force, Jeffco 
Public Schools will establish a Superintendent advisory group on the topic of safety and security. 
The group will work alongside the Department of School Safety to advise on department and 
district policies and practices as they relate to school safety. The work of this group will include 
advisement on the implementation of recommendations presented by the Safety and Security 
Community Task Force. The advisory group membership will consist of up to twenty members. 
Participants on the Safety and Security Community Task Force will receive priority in their 
applications for approximately half of the positions on the advisory group in the initial year. 
Applications for remaining positions will be evaluated to create a balanced and representative 
group considering backgrounds, geographic representation, connections to different ages of 
students, connections to the Safety and Security industry, and any special areas of expertise that 
may be helpful to the advisory group. 
 
Application due date: November 16, 2018 
Notification of member selection: January 2019 
Committee work begins: February 2019 

http://goldenkidsdentalandorthodontics.com/
https://theschoolcommunicationsagency.com/
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continued... 

PTA Info - What's Coming Up Next… 
 

HUGE THANKS & a BIG SHOUT OUT to Rita Dale & 
Jade Pearlman for organizing and coordinating our 
Grand Night Out community event, and to ALL of the 
parents who helped volunteer at the event, baked for the 
event, or helped during the book fair! Thank you also to the students who performed 
during the evening. 
 
PTA Registration in PT-Avenue - Support Our School and Students by Becoming a PTA 

Member Today. 

Please visit our About PTA section to learn about what PTA does for Kyffin and why you 
should become a member.   

 
New Users: Click on the New Users link and follow instructions to register. 

 
Returning Users:  Click on the Returning Users link and then the "My Household" icon to 
log in and update your child's grade, teacher and any other contact information.   
 
Are you receiving our weekly PTA Email Blasts filled with important dates, reminders, and 

volunteer opportunities?   

** IMPORTANT NOTICE ** Please remember that registering in PT-Avenue and buying an 
annual PTA membership are TWO separate steps. 
 

Open PTA Chair Positions for 2018/19  

We are currently looking for parent volunteers to fill the following roles.  Please see the 
PTA Volunteer Opportunities document for more detailed information and time 
commitments. (This document is a work in progress) 

 
Kyffin Gala Co-chair - Shadow the current gala chairperson with intent to coordinate a 
future gala event. 

 
Love & Logic Session #3 - Wednesday November 28th @ 6:30pm 
 
PTA Meeting - Tuesday December 4th @ 6:00pm 

Attending these meetings is a great way to learn information about what is happening at 
Kyffin, discuss what areas need our help, find out how you can get involved, meet other 
parents and make connections. Everyone is welcome to attend and we hope to see you there!  

  
*** Get Involved, Stay Informed, and Make A Difference! ***  
 
Restaurant Night @ Chipotle - Tuesday December 11th from 4 - 8:00pm 
 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/kyffin-pta/pta-board
https://www.pt-avenue.com/selfaddR.asp?sc=KyffinPTA
https://www.pt-avenue.com/parents.asp?schcode=KyffinPTA
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NQPvII4VG2LB5u9uiRZP5ybjru4q5TNATT-c1icdwoU/edit?usp=sharing
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continued... 

PTA Info, continued... 

Talent Show  

Whether it’s dancing, singing, telling jokes, jumping rope, reciting poetry, or another talent, see your 
kid shine on the Kyffin Stage! 

 
Tryouts Wednesday, December 19 

3-5pm in the gym 
 

Dress Rehearsal Tuesday, January 22 
3-5pm in the gym 

 
Talent Show Thursday, January 24 

4-6pm in the gym 
 

Each act should not exceed 90 seconds. 
 

Sign up for tryouts through the Registration Form on the Kyffin PTA website 
QUESTIONS - Melissa Bride (melissaebride@gmail.com) or Kathryn Giarratano 
(kathryngiarratano@gmail.com) 

 
 
Reflections Winners Announcement 

Bravo! to all artists who entered in the Reflections Art Contest.  This year’s theme, “Heroes Around Me” 
was especially challenging.  At the awards ceremony, top scoring entries were announced, and we 
celebrated with cake and raffle prizes for all artists.   Next, Award of Excellence winners advance to the 
district-wide JeffCo PTA Reflections Contest. 
 

In Music Composition, Primary (K-2) Division:  

 “Feelings” by Alice Harada  
 
In Literature, Primary (K-2) Division:  

 “Friends” by Emma Dorobek 

  “The Heroes” by Greta Feiertag 

  “Twin Princesses” by Delany Reynolds 
 
In Photography, Primary (K-2) Division:  

 “Our Family’s Hero” by Logan Martin 
 
In Photography, Intermediate (3-5) Division:  

 “Roots of Power” by Asher Peabody 
 
In Visual Arts, Primary (K-2) Division:  

 “My Imaginary Friend” by Heather Jensen 

 “Dragon vs. Knight” by Hannah Lambourne 

 “Sooper Bunny” by Quinn Schlosser 
 
In Visual Arts, Intermediate (3-5) Division: 

 “Armed Heroes” by Miles Heller 

 “My Magical Tree” by Asher Peabody 

  “Big Sis” by Katherine Wagner 
 
Congratulations and Best of Luck, Kyffin Artists!  

 
 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/kyffin-pta/activities/talent-show
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PTA Info, continued... 

Purchase Kyffin Yearbooks from TreeRing.com and upload your photos.  
School Code# 1014732882523462 

Please remember to upload photos from your child's field trips and class 
parties to the folder with their teacher's name! Having photos from lots 
of parents and classrooms makes all the difference in having a yearbook 
that represents all of Kyffin. We need photos from the 1st day of 
School, Fun Run, Fall Follies, and each Kyffin event. If you have any 
questions, please contact KyffinYearbook@gmail.com 

 
Get your King Soopers or Safeway Reloadable gift cards and help support 
Kyffin. 
 
Use Smile.Amazon.com when you shop at Amazon to help raise funds for 
Kyffin. 
 
Check out the PTA Activities & Programs page and the After School 
Activities Page for extracurricular opportunities at Kyffin. 
 

Cougar Fridays - Show your school pride every Friday by wearing Kyffin 
spiritwear or school colors (black & gold) 

 

http://www.belmarorthodontics.com/
https://www.safesplash.com/locations/arvada
https://www.treering.com/validate?PassCode=1014732882523462
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/kyffin-pta/fundraisers/king-soopers-and-safeway-cards
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-0801335
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/kyffin-pta/activities
http://kyffin.jeffcopublicschools.org/clubs_programs/after_school_programs
http://kyffin.jeffcopublicschools.org/clubs_programs/after_school_programs
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Sponsorship space in this newsletter is extremely affordable! 

Reach parents in your local community & support schools! 

Businesses that want to sponsor this school, please contact  

TSCA at  info@tscaschools.com or 970-239-1641.  

PBIS Update 
 

PBIS stands for Positive Behavior and Intervention Supports and is a process 
for creating safer and more effective schools. It is a systems approach to 
enhancing the capacity of schools to educate all children by developing 
research-based, school-wide, and classroom behavior support systems. 
 
All students and staff at Kyffin are Positive, Responsible, Respectful, and 
Safe…also affectionately known in our school as our “PRRS” (purrs)!  
 
As a committee we spent the beginning part of the year developing our PRRS 
Reflection Sheet which is now used systemically across grade levels for 
student problem solving. The purpose of a Reflection Sheet is to note both 
positive behavior and situations where your child may need to be redirected. 
Whether a celebration or concern, the outcome is for your child to reflect on 
their behavior. Our goal is to help your child understand a different choice 
next time, or reinforce good choices to encourage that behavior to occur 
again.  If a Reflection Sheet comes home with your child, we ask that you 
review it with your child and take the opportunity to have a conversation to 
“reflect” on their behavior.   
 
This month our students participated in an assembly about adopting a growth 
mindset.  Students learned about how we need to: 

 Never give up 

 Encourage others 

 Do your best 
 

To learn more about the NED Show check-out their website for grade-level 
specific recaps of the assembly and additional activities to complete at 
home.   

https://www.kumon.com/arvada-west
http://www.thenedshow.com/teachers.html
http://www.thenedshow.com/parents.html
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continued... 

Veterans Day Flag Ceremony 
 

We celebrated the 100th anniversary of Veteran’s Day with an all school assembly. A thank you to 
our Boy Scouts for performing the Flag ceremony and to the veterans who came to the ceremony.  

We appreciate all the Kyffin families who contributed a brick to our Kyffin Wall of Hereos.  
 

Adam Livermore – Army Reserve, Kevin Brown – Air Force,  
Jeff White – Army, Ryan Hannigan – Army. 
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Kyffin Veterans Wall 

Veterans Day Flag Ceremony, continued... 
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https://theschoolcommunicationsagency.com/

